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Charity Garage Sale

Saturday, June 6th
995 Beaverhill Blvd

from 9am to 3pm

Come out and support 
PWRC.

Did You Know...  

A wild rabbit nest is a 
shallow depression on 
the ground with a 
covering of dry grass 
and leaves.  Mother 
rabbits only feed their 
young twice a day, at 
dawn and dusk, so you 
will never see the 
mother feeding her 
young.  If you have 
uncovered a rabbit's 
nest, using gloves, place 
the babies back into the 
hole with the nesting 
material over top. Not to 
worry about dogs and 
cats discovering the 
nest, as infant rabbits 
don't have a scent and 
cats and dogs usually 
have to trip over it to 
find it.  

Spring 2009 Flood- PWRC outdoor enclosure in three 
to FOUR feet of water, and its roof off the supports.

Spring Flooding
Rehab Stats

 
Total Number of Patients 
admitted in 2009:

 YTD    48

Current patients include:
2 infant Rock Doves, a 
Chipping Sparrow, a 
Northern Flicker, a 
Common Raven, a Ring-
billed Gull and 4 juvenile 
Grey Squirrels 3 infant red 
squirrels.

Woodpecker Season
# of Sapsuckers admitted: 

10
# of Northern Flickers 

admitted: 3
All woodpeckers collided 
into windows.  Read what 
to do to help them on pg 4. 4. 1

Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre Newsletter

Spring 2009 has started out a little 
wet and unexpected.  As we watched 
the river rise in Southern Manitoba, 
so did our stress level as our outdoor 
enclosures are situated in the flood 
zone.  We relocated some of our 
patients to higher ground at the 
homes of our volunteers.  We canoed 
out one Friday afternoon to take 
pictures and check out our cages. The 
outdoor enclosures  were filled with 3 
feet of water. Fortunately, having 
placed our enclosures in a forested 
area,  they weren't damaged by 
floating debris or strong currents and 
 should only need to be  washed 
down.  We're waiting for nice weather 
to clean up the enclosures as we have 
some patients eager to run around a 
cage or to spread their wings.  
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Common Raven
(CORA-0042-09)

On May 7th, a Common 
Raven was captured from 
the Law Courts Buildings 
on York St.  Security 

officers were concerned 
that this large bird was 
injured and not able to fly. 
 More concerning was the 
other family members were 
protecting him from curious 
passers-by.  It was picked 
up by a Manitoba 
Conservation officer and 
brought to PWRC.  Upon 
examination, no injuries 
were found, however, this 
bird was very loud and 
angry!!  I'm sure the whole 
neighborhood heard this 
bird.  Knowing the bird's 
history and the family of 
ravens protecting this guy, 
it clued us to the fact that 
this was a fledgling just 
learning how to fly and find 
food.  This was suprising as 

we don't normally see 
fledgling birds until the end 
of May.  Taking a closer 
look at his wings we could 
see that the bird still had 
blood feathers on both 
wings and tail.  Blood 
feathers are developing 
feathers wrapped in a waxy 
covering containing blood. 
  Antosia, a PWRC 
volunteer & Board member, 
took the bird back to the 
same area but across the 
street to the park and 
waited until the parents 
came to retrieve their baby. 
 A successful reunion. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
(NSWO-0035-09)

  April is  the month we 
start to see our feathered
friends back from their
winter vacations. Normally
we don't know where our
patients spend the winter
but this year we received

an unexpected visitor from
British Columbia. On April
25th, I received a call to
rescue a baby owl from the
back of a trailer at
Superstore. Once I arrived
with my gear, I realized this
bird wasn't a baby but an
adult Saw-whet owl. I
carefully placed him into a
cardboard box and
interviewed some of the
staff at Superstore to find
out what had happened. To
their knowledge, this owl

must have flown into the 
trailer when they were 
loading the cedar trees in 
B.C.  The truck travelled for 
5 days before stopping in 
Winnipeg.  The back door to 
the trailer wasn't opened 
during the trip.  Once the 
truck arrived in Winnipeg, 
the bird was discovered. 
 From our initial 
examination, the owl was 
clearly dehydrated and had 
no other apparent injuries. 
 After 2 days of fluids and 
another day of mice, we 
had to decide his release 
location.  We spoke to Dr. 
Jim Duncan at Manitoba 
Conservation and got him 
up to speed on the 
situation.  Jim studies owls 
and recounted many studies 
confirming that Northern 
Saw-whets migrate all 
across Canada.  Releasing 

the Saw-whet here in 
Manitoba would not be a 
hardship and would do just 
fine.  He was released one 
evening and flew 
beautifully into a tree.  He 
perched on a large branch 
for a couple of minutes 
before flying off  into a 
spruce tree that was across 
the street.

Featured 2009 Patients
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By Sheila Smith
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Membership/Donation Form
Memberships and donations greater than $10 are tax deductible.

Name:   _________________________________
Address: _________________________________
City:_________________ Prov:______________
Postal Code:___________
Email:_________________Phone (    )_______________
Membership Fee:  ___$20 Student ____$40 Family
I would like to make a donation: $______
Payment: _____Cheque
Total: $________
                     Making a difference...one wild life at a time.

I would like more 
information about:
___Education Programs
___Volunteer Opportunities
___Fundraising & Special 
    Events, Animal Releases

***
___I would like my 
donation to remain 
anomyous.

Thank You's

Our Adopt-An-Orphan Fundraiser was a huge success. 
 A Big Thank you to the following vet clinics and retailers who 
participated in our  fundraiser:

Academy Roads Spay & Neuter Clinic
Anderson Animal Hospital
Pembina Veterinany Clinic
St. Vital Veterinary Hospital
Tuxedo Animal Hospital
WildBirds Unlimited Store

If you would like to participate in our Adopt-An-Orphan Fundaiser,  
please contact Lisa at 510-1855.

Mark your calender for the next fundraiser: 
Charity Garage Sale, Saturday, June 6th

                 Sobey's Fundraising BBQ, Saturday, June 13 th
       at St. Anne's & Bishop Grandin.

Also, we're now selling fleecy jackets with our black and white  logo 
embroidered on it.  Check out our website for more details or email 
pwrcentre@gmail.com for an order sheet.  Contact us if you would 
like our logo embroidered on something not listed on the order 
sheet.



What to do when a bird hits 
your window?

You are sitting in your 
living room when you hear 
the horrible sound of a bird 
crashing into your window. 
 Most people check to see if 
it is still alive and then 
panic about what to do 
next.  When the public calls 
PWRC,  we first instruct 
the caller to place the bird 
into a cardboard box with 
air holes and place it in a 
quiet, dark location. 
Sometimes the bird looks 
worse than it actually is. 
 We like people to leave the 
bird in the box for 2 hours, 
then take it   back outdoors 
and see if it can fly away. 
 Many times, the bird will 
fly away.  However, if the 
bird doesn't take off, the 
bird needs more 
specialized care at PWRC. 
 These cases may need one 
or more days to recover 
from the severe head 
trauma.  If you notice that 
the bird has blood on its 
head, the bill is broken, 
 any part of the head is 
swollen, or any other 
obvious injuries, don't wait 
the two hours before 
calling PWRC.  The two 
most busiest times of year 

for window collisions are 
spring and fall during 
migration.  Every April, we 
can always expect to see 
 10 -20 woodpeckers such 
as Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers and Northern 
Flickers coming to rehab. 
 These birds have strong 
necks and can even recover 
from severe paralysis. 

Tips on preventing 
window collisions

1. Hang a wind sock, 
hanging basket or ribbons 
in front of the problem 
window.
2.  Place a bird feeder in 
front of your window.  Many 
birds stop to eat at the 
feeder which reduces the 
final impact.
3.  Try to keep your house 
brighter than outdoors or 
keep your curtains open to 
reduce the reflection of 
trees that the bird can see.
4.  Install a mesh netting in 
front of the window.
5.  Hang bird silhouettes on 
the outside of the window.
6.  Hang anything on the 
outside of your window.

Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Centre Inc.

P.O. Box 48059 
RPO Lakewood
Winnipeg, MB  R2J 4A3

phone: 204-510-1855
email:pwrcentre@gmail.com
web: www.pwildlife.ca

Charity#826093155RR0001

Nur ser y Wishlist
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By Lisa Tretiak

PWRC Annual General Meeting
Saturday, May 30th

2pm at Fort Garry Fire Trucks 
(2521 Inkster Blvd)


